
We can’t be sure that every person who enters the church is free from the virus.
We can’t be sure that the virus does not come into the church building as some
people can have the virus but not show any effects (but they can infect others)
 We are taking steps to minimize the risk to participants as best we can.

Only come into the church if you are feeling well. 
Worship attendees will need to register attendance, with contact information in
the event that a COVID positive person attends worship and we need to contact
those who attended with them.
Follow the directions of the ushers on seating.
Unvaccinated individuals must wear masks at all times and maintain 6 foot social
distance from other congregants. This is for the protection of all unvaccinated
individuals in attendance, including those under the age of 12 who are unable to
receive the vaccine, and for those who may be immunocompromised.
Vaccinated individuals may attend with or without masks and with or without
maintaining 6 foot social distance from other congregants.
Vaccination status will be determined on the honor system.

“In everything do to others as you would have them do to you” Matthew 7:12
 

Grace UMC welcomes you to in-person worship and fellowship with your church
family and our guests.  In this time of the COVID-19 virus we ask everyone to join
in steps to help keep our participants safe by knowing the risks and taking
precautions.  We thank you for your help in minimizing virus risk to your church
family.

 
Risks:   

Steps to Minimize Risk:

Thank you for your cooperation!

GRACE UMC
Normalizing In-Person Ministry Risks
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Implementation & Instructions for Members

Preregistration for worship is not required, but it is encouraged. When you
preregister your attendance it helps us to be able to adequately plan for the
volunteers and materials we need each week. 
Preregistration will continue to be available by contacting the church office
starting Monday at noon and ending Friday at noon.

Beginning on May 30th, 2021
Pre- Sunday Morning 

Decision Making:

 

As we move forward
this plan may
change to fit the
reality of our needs.

This is a working
plan developed by
Pastor Rett in
consultation with
our Worship
Leaders, Trustees,
and Church Council.

GRACE UMC
Normalizing In-Person Ministry Plan

Understanding and Grace
As we move forward we will do so gracefully,

attempting to understand where others are

coming from. 

We will respect each other, even if our personal

decisions and beliefs about masks, social

distancing, vaccines, and COVID-19 differ. 

We will, to the best of our ability, create spaces

and ways for all to participate in the ministry and

mission of Grace, both in person and online.

We will not make assumptions about persons

vaccination status based on their wearing a mask

and keeping socially distant.

Bullying, badgering, and harassment will not be

tolerated. 



There will be one worship service, Sunday mornings at 10:00am in the Sanctuary. It will
be live streamed at 10:00am for those who continue worshiping from home. 
Congregants will be signed in by name, address, phone number and email by a greeter if
they have not preregistered.
Masks are required for all unvaccinated congregants. If you have not brought a mask one
will be provided on entry. 
Vaccinated congregants may attend with or without a mask. 
An usher will direct unvaccinated congregants to their socially distanced, masked seat on
the parking lot side of the Sanctuary. This includes all children under 12 and their
families.
Vaccinated congregants may choose between socially distanced seating on the parking lot
side of the sanctuary or open seating on the creek side of the sanctuary.
Vaccinated congregants who are immunocompromised are encouraged to continue
wearing a mask and socially distancing while at church.
The in-person congregation will be invited to sing the last two hymns of the worship
service, the benediction response, the Gloria Patri, and the Doxology. The Gospel hymn will
only be sung by the worship leaders in-person (this may include the choir when they are
available).
Children will remain in the pews for the Children’s sermon as children are not yet eligible
for the vaccine. 
There will be no nursery volunteers. The nursery room will be available for children and
families who need it during worship. 
The Old Kitchen is designated for anyone who develops symptoms while at church. They
will remain in this location until their ride can pick them up outside of the exterior door
from the Old Kitchen.
In the event someone develops symptoms while at church, everyone will be directed out
of the building.
Offering plates will not be passed. There will be offering plates at the doors where you
may place your offering as you arrive or leave worship. You can also continue to give
online, by text, or by mail. 
Congregants are encouraged to greet each other and fellowship outside, under the
covered parkway, on the sidewalks, under the picnic shelter, and in the church yard.
Additional fellowship opportunities and spaces will be considered as we move forward.
In the event someone who has been to church tests positive for COVID-19 within two
weeks following worship, all those who attended church with them will be notified using
the sign in information obtained as they entered worship.
Adult Sunday School classes are encouraged to decide if and when they would like begin
meeting and to let the Trustees know of if and when they decide to resume in-person
class. Masks must be worn by unvaccinated individuals and 6 foot social distance kept.
Vaccinated individuals may participate with or without masks and with or without
maintaining social distance.
Vaccinated Choir members can sing in the choir with or without masks and with or
without social distancing.
Unvaccinated Choir members must wear a mask and social distance to sing in the choir in
worship.
A plan for Children and Youth Sunday School is yet to be determined.

Sunday Morning
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Implementation - Continued



The office is open during the week. Please

consider calling ahead for an appointment or to

let us know you are coming in before you arrive.

In-person meetings, fellowship activities,

ministries, and small groups can meet at the

church. Consider meeting outside if possible, and

please contact the Trustees and church office to

ensure your meeting, activity, or event fits with

the overall church schedule. 

Masks must be worn by unvaccinated individuals

and 6 foot social distance kept. 

Vaccinated individuals may participate with or

without masks and with or without maintaining

social distance.

Week Days:

Evaluation Questions
What is the overall church and community

health? Have the stated guidelines and

procedures from CDC, DHEC and other

agencies changed?

Is there volunteer willingness and

availability for needed roles and tasks?

Is the congregation following church

guidelines on Sundays and during the week?

Do the guidelines need to be revised in light

of the reality of implementation?
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Implementation - Continued


