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for the heart of Harbison

Located
410 Harbison Boulevard
Columbia SC 29212
803-732-1899

Sunday Schedule
*Sunday School 8:30 AM
*Fellowship 9:30 AM
*Worship 10 AM
*Sermon Discussion
Group 11AM (check
calendar)

Church Staff
Pastor
Rev Rett Haselden
Office Manager
William ‘Bill’ Walker
Choir Director
Mark Merritt

Grace UMC starts a
Quarterly Newsletter
Welcome to the new Grace UMC newsletter.
September 1 2022 is the date for this first issue
and will be issued on Dec 1, Mar 1 & Jun 1. This
will be an opportunity to tell of all the recent
church events, activities and ministries. We are
encouraging all church groups to contribute
photos and articles about what they have been
doing. Our church members are involved in
many ministries like feeding the hungry, writing
cards to the homebound, Sunday School and so
much more. This will be a place to share and
celebrate Grace UMC ministries. Send your
submissions to Sandra McCravy at
sandramccravy@yahoo.com

Pianist
Xiaoya Gao (Sisi)
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Epistles Penned Per Parson’s Perspective
translation: Letters from Your Pastor
“The beginning of the good news of” Grace! (Mark 1: 1)
Okay, so it’s not quite the beginning of the good news of Grace. That started much earlier than this
new newsle er, but this is a momentous occasion within the life of our church. There have been,
over the years at Grace, other newsle ers that conveyed what was coming up in the life of the
church as well as reminders about what had been accomplished. Most recently we have developed
daily emails to inform you about the mission and ministry opportuni es you can engage and
par cipate in across ve di erent categories of ministry.
But this newsle er is di erent, and the di erence truly excites me for our life together. You see in
the pages of this newsle er you will not nd appeals for your par cipa on. You will not nd asks for
your giving. And you won’t see upcoming events. Instead, what you will nd in these pages is a
record of the good news of the Gospel that Grace has been to our neighbors, to our world, and to
each other. What you will read in this issue and in the subsequent quarterly issues is a celebra on of
the ministry and mission we have accomplished together.
This looking back and celebra ng what has happened is vital to our life together. When we look at
the vast majority of Scripture what we see is a record of what the people of God did with God in
their community, world, and with each other. Scripture records the celebra ons, laments, and
triumphs of the people. And while what we record in this newsle er will not become part of Holy
Scripture, it is s ll vitally important for the people of God in any and every place to record the
celebra ons, laments, and triumphs of our life together.
For that reason, I am extraordinarily excited that we will be sharing this record of the good news of
the Gospel at Grace moving forward. As you read through this record be reminded of God’s mighty
acts of mission, ministry, and salva on that have taken place here. And as we move into the Fall be
sure to take plenty of pictures and send in your submissions so that we can celebrate and remember
what God is doing at Grace UMC in the heart of Harbison.
Grace and Peace,
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Guest Speaker Bishop Ken Carder
Shares Message on June 19

On June 19th, Fathers Day, Bishop Ken Carder
was guest preacher at Grace UMC. Bishop
Carder told us how to offer spiritual care to
people with memory disorders. It was a
tremendous message by a wonderful preacher
and teacher. Bishop Carder also offered a time
of discussion and continued learning
immediately after worship.
Bishop Carder’s words were well received and
he awakened many to the needs of those with
memory disorders. Pastor Rett was his student
when he attended Duke Divinity and their
friendship is still constant.

Back to School Gift Bags for
Students August 7

It’s Back to School time and on Sunday Aug 7, Grace
UMC recognized our students with a gift bag filled with
school supplies. Each student received supplies that
were on their personal supply list, so each one got just
what they needed.
Karen B organized the drive and prepared each bag.
She handed out the bags to the students during
worship service. It was a joy to see each one receive
their bag. Prayers were lifted for each student.
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Grace Celebrates Maundy
Thursday Holy Week April 14

On Thursday April 14th Grace members celebrated
Maundy Thursday with worship and fellowship. The
Holy Week service focused our attention on Jesus’
Last Supper with his disciples before his cruci xion. A
simple worship meal, ritual hand washing, and the
stripping of the altar was observed. The service was
solemn and enriching.

New Basketball Goal is
Ready for Some Hoops

The children’s Sunday School class helped
install a basketball goal that was donated for
Aldersgate Weekday Ministry. Pictured are
Theodor, Thomas & Wyatt.
The goal is located in the back parking lot
within view of the security cameras. Bring
your own ball if you’d like to shoot some
hoops!
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Irmo High School Outreach
Thanks to everyone who donated snacks or funds to our outreach efforts to Irmo High School. They
were delivered in March to Irmo High School staff by our friendly Pastor and members.
Some of what was donated were individually packaged snacks (chips, crackers, protein bars, candy
bars, etc) and canned/bottled drinks (soda, Gatorade, LaCroix, etc.). Monetary donations were used to
purchase some items.
Grace was invited to monitor the courtyard area during lunch duty for one day in April. A team was
organized to meet that need.
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Grace Members Enjoy Day on the Links to Benefit
Killingsworth Home
Killingsworth Golf Tournament was held
August 1 2022 for the benefit of its
women’s mission. Like many nonprofits, Killingsworth has worked to find
new ways to serve its residents, find
new donors, and keep the home
stocked with the necessities of life.
Grace church has been a supporter of
Killingsworth for many years.
This year was the 30th year of its
annual Golf Tournament. The
tournament was held at Windemere
Club in Blythwood SC. Check-in was at
8am and play began at 9. Registration
included cart, green fees, balls, lunch
and prizes.
All proceeds went to the support of
Killingsworth.
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Grace UMC Host’s Lunch for
Salkehatchie Volunteers
Grace hosted the Salkehatchie Summer Service lunch on
Monday, July 18. Salkehatchie volunteers commit one week
of their summer to work to fix, refurbish & repair homes of
underprivileged folks in the area. Grace members fed 65
hungry "campers". The Ernestine Brown Bag Bible study
group coordinated the meal. The campers enjoyed sub
sandwiches, bags of chips, cookies, ice tea and lemonade.
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Sunday Summer Small Group
Sermon Study
This summer Grace has embarked on a small
group experiment on Sundays after worship.
Instead of meeting before worship for Sunday
School we meet after worship to discuss and
explore the topics of the sermon and worship.
Pastor Rett has provided the group with
discussion guides. There are guides for
children, youth, and adult groups.
Conversation flows freely and everyone has
the chance to share their thoughts and
experiences.

United Women of Faith Hold Indoor Yard Sale
and
United Methodist Men Host BBQ Give Away

Things were busy at Grace UMC on Saturday August 6.
Starting early that morning UWF held an indoor garage
sale that was very well attended. Funds were raised
towards that group’s mission efforts and church
members cleaned out their attics and garages to donate
towards the cause.
The UMM hosted their BBQ chicken Give-A-Way at the
same time. All the chicken dinners were given away to
folks in our community. Though the BBQ was free,
many recipients donated towards the UMM missions.
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Seeds of Hope Farmers Market Held Thursdays 4 to 6 PM
The Seeds of Hope voucher program
allows low-income senior citizens, age 60
and older, to purchase fresh fruits and
vegetables from Seeds of Hope farmers’
markets, as well as other roadside stands
and community-supported agriculture
programs. To receive vouchers, seniors
must show proof of age and residence in
Richland County. Grace Church hosts a
Seeds of Hope market each Thursday
through August from 4-6 PM. Vouchers or
cash can be used to purchase the farm
fresh produce.
Photo of Carolyn G with a peck of fresh
peaches.
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