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Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 
Epworth Children’s Home has been a ministry of our church for more than 127 years. 
They are not an apportioned item by the SC Conference, which means they receive no 
funding from the conference other than our offerings. They rely heavily on the donations 
received from our Mother’s Day offering to provide direct care for the children residing at 
Epworth, as well as for the children and families receiving care and support in Epworth’s 
variety of ministries, from the babies in the Family Care Center to the young adults in 
Independent Living.    
 
When a child is connected with Epworth, they have experienced a great deal of loss. 
For Epworth, it isn’t enough to answer God’s call to care for the least of these by simply 
providing room and board. They go above and beyond offering the children tutoring to 
get them caught up at school; counseling to help them heal emotionally; quality medical 
care, knowing that many of the children have never seen a doctor or dentist. Epworth 
also offers spiritual formation and guidance that encourages true healing through 
Christ. 
 
Epworth Children’s Home ensures the children are surrounded by loving Christian 
adults so they can break the cycle of abuse, neglect, and shame and replace it with a 
life of self-respect, responsibility, and productivity.   We have a large part in making all 
this possible for the children. These children come from communities in South Carolina 
just like ours. They are our neighbors, and we are called to provide for them. I ask you 
to give generously today and stand with Epworth as they work to break the cycle. Be 
part of something that lasts – a child’s future. 
 
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE AND SERMON TITLE 

John 14: 15-21 – “Love in Action” 
  
COVID-19 UPDATE 
 
In Richland County, South Carolina, community level is Low. 
 

• Stay up to date with COVID-19 vaccines 
• Get tested if you have symptoms 

People may choose to mask at any time. People with symptoms, a positive test, or 
exposure to someone with COVID-19 should wear a mask. 
 
WORSHIP INFORMATION AND LINKS 
 
Worship will be online and in person on Sunday at 10:00am. The online worship options 
we have are Facebook, YouTube, ROKU –  search for the Grace United Methodist 
Church Columbia channel (Add the channel to your Roku device by visiting: https://

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/stay-up-to-date.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/testing.html
https://www.facebook.com/graceUMCcolumbia/live/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCN-og_Madxk5cmZLMeLersQ/
https://my.roku.com/account/add


my.roku.com/account/add), Amazon FireTV (from your FireTV (any variety) search for 
Grace United Methodist Church and add our channel), and our website. You can find the 
bulletin here, and the announcements here. Our online giving page can be found here. 
You can still mail your offering to the church at 410 Harbison Blvd. Columbia, SC 29212 
or you can bring it by and drop it in the mailbox outside of the church office. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
 
If you have prayer requests you would like shared with the church, please email, call, or 
text me. 

PRAY FOR ANNUAL CONFERENCE – JUNE 4th – 7th 
 
Please begin praying for the work of Annual Conference 2023. The Annual Conference 
is the time when United Methodist Clergy and Lay delegates meet to decide on the 
budget and ministry direction for the coming year. We worship, pray, hear about mission 
and ministry, and vote during our time together. This year’s Annual Conference will be 
the first to be in-person since the COVID-19 pandemic and with all the tension in our 
denomination right now we need to surround this gathering in prayer. Please pray for 
Pastor Rett, Sam Jones, Michael Jennings, and Lollie Haselden as the will all be at 
Annual Conference in various capacities.   
 
PRAYER LIST – for the bulletin prayer list click here 
 
Invocation 
 
Come, people of God! 
 
Take refuge in the Lord, 
 
who listens when we cry out, 
 
who rescues us when we call, 
 
and who leads and guides us according to his unfailing love. 
 
You are our God; 
 
our lives are in your hands. 
 
Let’s worship God together! Amen. 

Written by Christine Longhurst, posted at https://re-worship.blogspot.com/2011/05/call-
to-worship-for-easter-5.html. 
 

https://my.roku.com/account/add
https://gracecolumbia.org/worship/webcasts/
https://www.gracecolumbia.org/wp-content/uploads/weeklyfiles/Bulletin.pdf
https://www.gracecolumbia.org/wp-content/uploads/weeklyfiles/ANNOUNCEMENTS.pdf
https://gracecolumbia.org/administrative-council/electronic-giving/
mailto:pastor@gracecolumbia.org?subject=Prayer%20Request%205/14/2023
https://gracecolumbia.org/sundays-announcements/
https://re-worship.blogspot.com/2011/05/call-to-worship-for-easter-5.html
https://re-worship.blogspot.com/2011/05/call-to-worship-for-easter-5.html


Pastoral Prayer & Lord’s Prayer 

If you have prayer concerns you would like to share with the church in worship or 
through the prayer concerns list in the bulletin, please email Pastor Rett at 
pastor@gracecolumbia.org. On Thursday each week there is a prayer email sent to all 
on the church email list. If you would like to be added to this list you can email Pastor 
Rett.  
 
 
God of grace and light, 
 
Found within and out with the structures of humanity, 
 
You cannot be contained, 
 
But on occasion choose to dwell in hearts and homes. 
 
Glance lightly upon the hearts and homes dear to us, 
 
The people and places where we seek blessing. 
 
 
Build up our homes: 
 
Where the happy may find peace; 
 
The sad may find comfort; 
 
The hungry may find food; 
 
The weary may find rest. 
 
  
Build up the places where we work: 
 
Where the honest may find reward; 
 
The dedicated may find delight; 
 
The imaginative may find new horizons. 

 
Build up our community: 
 
Where the isolated may find friendship; 
 

mailto:pastor@gracecolumbia.org


The marginalized may find welcome; 
 
The unloved may find acceptance. 
 

Build up our nation, loving Lord, 
 
And bless those entrusted with the care of our society’s fabric. 
 
May they use their skills, their calling, their hard graft 
 
To fashion communities of grace and understanding, 
 
Where generosity of heart and mind and soul 
 
May be not only the gilding of our daily life 
 
But its very core. 
 
 
Build up the Church, redeeming Lord, 
 
So that all Your children may find their place, 
 
Unique and special, 
 
Chosen and essential to the living edifice of grace, 
 
Where by Your grace 
 
Each one might know their value in Your economy, 
 
And their significance in Your eyes. 
 
 

• For the family of Darrell Fisk as he recently passed away. Darrell is Beverly 
Sterner’s brother. 

• For the family and friends of Marian Rummel as she recently passed away, her 
service will be on Saturday May 6th at 2:00pm, here at Grace.  

• For the family and friends of Greg Foster whose funeral is today.  
• For the family and friends of Phillip Guinn’s Daughter-in-Law, Karrie, who passed 

away on Friday. And for Phillip’s son Joe. 
• For Phillip Guinn’s oldest sister as she is under hospice care. 
• For Phillip and Carolyn Guinn 
• For Joyce and Darrell Sweeney, as Darrel recovers from a fractured hip 
• For George Fox, and for Helena 



• For Carolyn Toole, as she recovers from a broken hip 
• For Kathy Jennings 
• For Karen Bryant 
• For Donna Keating 
• For Betty Arant 
• For JD Thompson 
• For Curt Van Gelder 
• For Robert Reiger 
• Faye Hollingsworth - Tracey’s stepmom 
• For Miles Cranford 
• For Stephen and Shirley Merritt.  
• For Alphonzo Choice.  
• For Martin Hammond 
• For Joan Smith, as she moved into the Lowman home this week.  
• For Karen Furr 
• For Randy, a cousin of the Smoak’s  
• For Kesha Scott 
• For Butch and Annabelle Barnhart 
• For all the members of Grace and their families 
• For all those on our prayer concerns list 
• For those prayer concerns that go unspoken on our hearts 

 
 
Help us all, this day, to be living stones, and not dead weights, 
 
Dreaming dreams, and living gloriously the joy and kindliness 
 
Of a faith that edifies everything that life should be. 
 
In the Name of our Saviour, our cornerstone, we pray. Amen. 

Written by Rev. Dr. Derek Browning and posted on the Church of Scotland’s Starters for 
Sunday website, http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/. Reposted at https://re-
worship.blogspot.com/search?q=living+stones. 
 
Offertory Prayer 
 
Redeeming God, the gifts we bring to you this day, we dedicate to the work of kingdom 
building. Even more, we offer ourselves as material for this work. Imperfect as we are, 
we know with Christ as the cornerstone, you can build your vision of mercy, justice, 
peace, and compassion here in our midst. In Christ, our rock and redeemer. Amen. (1 
Peter 2:2-10) 
 

http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/
https://re-worship.blogspot.com/search?q=living+stones
https://re-worship.blogspot.com/search?q=living+stones


ANNIVERSARY LIST  

Richard and Judith Dolce (May 2nd), Mike and Darlene Simpson (2nd), Bob and Marcia 
Adams (7th), David and Judy Copley (20  th), Ralph and Kim Neel (25  th), Karen and 
Roger Bryant (26  th), Charles and Paige Griffin (26  th), Saralyn & Steven Fowler (29 th) 
 
BIRTHDAY LIST  
 
Nell George (May 5  th), Sam Jones ( 5th), Laura Nelson (6  th), Shawn Simpson (8  th), 
Bill Cranford (10  th), Ralph Neel (13  th), Amanda Neel (18  th), Darrell Sweeney (18  th), 
John Gresham (23  rd), Kristin Allison (24  th), Marcia Adams (24  th), Cameron Martin 
(25  th), Karen Chiles (29  th) 

GIVING UPDATE  
 
We are currently tracking giving from Thursday to Wednesday each week.  
 
CELEBRATING OUR FAITHFULNESS  
 
TO MINISTRY AND MISSION 
 
INCOME NEEDED WEEKLY                       $7,116 
 
Operating Income Last Week           $5,453 
 
Income at 4/30/23                              $104,099 
 
Expenses 430/23                                         $112,533 
 
Expenses exceed Income as of 4/30/23        $8,434 
 
Mortgage Reserve Received in 2023 $1,682 
 
Balance in Mortgage Reserve Fund                 $54,061 
 
Building Maint. Received 2023 $1,131 
 
Building Maint. Balance                                  $12,618 
  
iGive 
 
With AmazonSmile gone, it's more important than ever to know there's a great 
replacement.  iGive.com makes it super simple to earn Donations while you do your 
normal shopping at over 2,000 stores. You can shop the iGive.com website, use the 
iGive App for iOS and Android, and give 'automagically' with the Button on your laptop or 
desktop. 

http://igive.com/
https://www.igive.com/html/merchantlist2.cfm?utm_term=membernotice&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Special&utm_content=230210&utm_campaign=Promo
http://igive.com/
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/igive.com/id732235465?ls=1&mt=8&utm_term=membernotice&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Special&utm_content=230210&utm_campaign=Promo
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.igive.button&utm_term=membernotice&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Special&utm_content=230210&utm_campaign=Promo
https://www.igive.com/index.cfm/button?utm_term=membernotice&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Special&utm_content=230210&utm_campaign=Promo


 
Turn your online shopping into ministry dollars for Grace using iGive. Help Grace every 
time you shop online. There are 2326 socially responsible stores helping to make 
donations happen.  Since the members of Grace have used this site, we have just 
received $30.41 of which $25.82 was received in 2022.  To date for 2023 we have 
received $66.69.  This is for the effort of 13 people at Grace, let's see if we can double 
that number for the next check.  If you need help with signing up, please contact the 
office and we can help you.  I hope you'll give it a try. To learn more or sign up now, use 
this link: https://www.iGive.com/PMGykSR 
 
THE BUILDING MAINTENANCE FUND & PARSONAGE MAINTENACE FUND 
 
Please consider giving to the building maintenance fund and parsonage maintenance 
fund to help us prepare for anticipated and unanticipated building maintenance costs. 
Don’t wait to give to the building maintenance fund until something else breaks!  Help us 
get ahead of the needs of our church building by giving now.  
 
HOW TO GIVE 
 
To give you can go on the website at www.gracecolumbia.org where you can make a 
one-time gift or set up a recurring gift. You can also continue to mail your offerings to the 
church at 410 Harbison Blvd. Columbia, SC 29212.   
 
VANCO MOBILE APP 
 
Download the new Vanco Mobile app on your phone! When you do you will have to 
assign the correct church to receive your money just search for gracecolumbia and the 
correct Grace UMC will come up.  If you have not previously used your phone to donate 
to Grace, you can use this new app.  If you have any questions, please feel free to call 
the office. I will be happy to help you set it up.  Thank you. 

NEW OFFERING ENVELOPES 
 
If you want offering envelopes for 2023.  If you are, you can pick up your new envelopes 
in the Narthex. 

IF YOU HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY YOU WOULD LIKE TO SHARE WITH THE 
CHURCH, CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE
 
SUNDAY SMALL GROUP 
 
Join us for Sunday Small Group before worship at 9:00am or for our after worship small 
group sermon discussion. 
 
SUNDAY SERMON DISCUSSION GROUP UPDATE 
 

https://www.igive.com/PMGykSR
http://www.gracecolumbia.org/


The Sunday Sermon Discussion Group will not meet after worship this week as we 
celebrate Mother’s Day with our families. The discussion guide will be available for 
those who would like to take it home with them.  
 
CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 
The kids of Grace meet for Sunday School at 9:00am before worship. All ages are 
welcomed to join in the fun as we learn about Jesus. If any adults want to assist with the 
class, please let Lollie Haselden know. Lphaselden@gmail.com or 843-230-3922.  

DON’T FORGET YOUR MOTHERS OR EPWORTH CHILDREN'S HOME NEXT 
SUNDAY!  
 
Sunday, May 14th is Mother’s Day. We will buy flowers, call the mothers in our 
lives, and remember those mothers who have impacted our lives in the past. Most of the 
children served by Epworth Children's Home will not be celebrating Mother’s Day with 
their birth mothers. Instead, they will be surrounded by loving staff, and foster parents 
who walk with them daily to provide spiritual, educational, emotional, and physical 
support. Consider what God is calling you to give to support our church’s ministry to the 
children in South Carolina. Your generous contribution to our church’s ministry enables 
transformation to happen for the children who call Epworth home. Epworth does not 
receive apportionments from the United Methodist Conference. This offering is our 
opportunity to support this vital ministry. For more information about Epworth Children's 
Home, visit them online at www.epworthchildrenshome.org. You can make checks 
payable to “Grace United Methodist Church” and note “Epworth Children’s Home” in the 
memo line or you can give to Epworth through our online giving portal.  
  
EMS WEEK SNACK DONATION 
 
We are collecting snacks for distribution during EMS week in partnership with our own 
church member, Theresa Douglass. EMS week is May 21st-27th with snack distribution 
taking place starting May 22nd. Please bring donations of peanut butter crackers, small 
cookies, snack bars, and other individually packaged snacks to the narthex between 
now and May 21st.  
 
SEEDS OF HOPE – VOUCHER DISTRIBUTION  
 
Senior vouchers for fresh produce will be distributed at Grace on Monday June 5th from 
9:00am to 1:00pm. Please contact the church office if you can assist with distribution. 
Our summer market will be on Thursdays from 4:00-6:00pm. Starting date to be 
announced soon.  
 
FEED THE HUNGRY 
 
Reminder you are invited as Grace unites with Trinity Episcopal on Sumter Street in 
feeding Columbia’s hungry Sunday at 6:30am on June 4th.  Jobs include pouring coffee 

mailto:Lphaselden@gmail.com
http://www.epworthchildrenshome.org/


in cups, scooping different breakfast items into ToGo boxes and handing out much 
needed supplies (sometimes outside). Many thanks were received from guests for the 
many items you all donated.  
 
SHARING GOD’S LOVE 
 
Sharing God’s Love has been recognized by the South Carolina Secretary of State with 
an Angel award for the excellent stewardship they do with the donations entrusted to 
their ministry. Help us continue to support this wonderful ministry partner that is doing so 
much to support our community! 
 
Sharing God’s Love is open to accept donations Monday – Saturday 9 – noon.  Our 
Needs:   oatmeal, pasta, peanut butter and jelly, mac & cheese, Ramen noodles, 
pancakes, syrup, canned vegetables, bottled water, dried beans, powdered milk, king & 
queen sheets and kids coats. 
 
MEDICAL DEBT RETIREMENT MISSION OPPORTUNITY 
 
Over a hundred million Americans, one in three, struggles with the weight of medical 
debt.  South Carolina bears an unusually high burden of medical debt, with 22.87 percent 
of people in the state carrying unpaid health care bills, second only to West Virginia. 
This Lent, several churches in the Spartanburg District have started a campaign with 
RIP Medical Debt to address this burden. RIP Medical Debts uses data analytics to 
pinpoint the debt of those most in need: households that earn less than 4x the federal 
poverty level (varies by state, family size) or whose debts are 5% or more of annual 
income. They buy debt in bundles, millions of dollars at a time at a fraction of the 
original cost. This means your donation relieves about 100x its value in medical debt. 
 
We need your help in reaching our statewide goal of $10,000! If we can raise that 
amount that would mean people across the state will receive letters that their debt has 
been erased by SC Methodists. They have no tax consequences or penalties to 
consider. Just like that, they’re free of medical debt. Because of you. 
 
Our campaign will be ongoing throughout May, so you have plenty of time to give.  You 
can give to our campaign through our crowdfunding website:  
South Carolina Medical Debt Jubilee 
Or you can write a check to RIP Medical Debt with South Carolina Medical Debt Jubilee 
in the memo line. RIP Medical Debt,  Jackson Ave 5th Fl,   Long Island City, NY 11101 

PENTECOST CONFIRMATION PICNIC CELEBRATION – MAY 28TH 
 
On Sunday May 28th, following worship, we will have a picnic lunch with burgers and 
fixin’s to celebrate the birthday of the church, Pentecost, and to celebrate our newly 
confirmed members. Please plan to attend on this exciting Sunday in the life of the 
church! 
 

https://ripmedicaldebt.org/campaign/south-carolina-medical-debt-jubilee/


 
 
GRACE NEWSLETTER  
 
The Newsletter is an opportunity to tell of all the recent church events, activities and 
ministries.  We are encouraging all church groups to contribute photos and articles 
about what they have been doing.  Our church members are involved in many ministries 
like feeding the hungry, writing cards to the homebound, Sunday School and so much 
more.  This will be a place to share and celebrate Grace UMC ministries. Don’t wait for 
the next issue! Send your submissions to Sandra McCravy today at 803-476-2214 or 
 sandramccravy@yahoo.com  
 
CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 
The kids of Grace meet for Sunday School at 9:00am before worship. All ages are 
welcomed to join in the fun as we learn about Jesus. If any adults want to assist with the 
class, please let Lollie Haselden know. Lphaselden@gmail.com or 843-230-3922.  
 
UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH -- NEW CLOTHES PIN MINISTRY! 
 
Stop by the UWF room soon and look for the new clothes pin ministry print.  Every 
month, the name/address of a homebound church member (or someone in need of 
prayer) will be clipped to a clothes pin.  You are encouraged to jot down that person's 
name & address (paper/pen provided!) or take a photo with your phone and send them 
a card or note.  Our hopes are that the mailboxes of these special people will be flooded 
with love and good wishes.  And, if you know of someone who would benefit from this 
new ministry, give their name and address to any UWF member. 
 
BROWN BAG BIBLE STUDY 
 
The Ernestine Brown Bag Bible study group is meeting on the 1st, 3rd, and 5th 
Tuesdays of each month. Now is the perfect time to come to "Brown Bag" and join this 
wonderful group of ladies! 
 
ZOOM FELLOWSHIP  
 
Join us on Zoom on  Wednesday at 6:30pm. This is an opportunity for us to see and hear 
one another mid-week. We fellowship, ask questions, and lift one another in prayer. All 
are invited to join us! The link above will take you to the Zoom meeting room at the time 
listed.  
 
YOGA ONLINE –MONDAYS AND THURSDAYS 
 
Our Grace yoga classes are being offered online through ZOOM on Mondays and 
Thursdays at 5:30pm. The password for this meeting is 424156. If you need some 
physical activity and fellowship plan to join in. Donations for the instructor are 

mailto:sandramccravy@yahoo.com
mailto:Lphaselden@gmail.com
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appreciated in lieu of a set class fee. Contact Kimberly at kjhdll@icloud.com if you have 
questions. 

THIS WEEK’S SCRIPTURE & DEVOTIONALS

THURSDAY’S DEVOTION 
 
Psalm 66: 8-20 – The adversity of life shouldn’t be ignored. Sometimes we look past the 
hard parts of life and faith, but the Psalmist in our passage today makes a point of 
giving thanks to God for those adversities. They specifically thank God for the testing 
and trial that it produced in their life and in the life of the people of God. Because it was 
through those experiences that they were able to clarify who they were and how they 
were to be faithful to God. The adversity sharpened their faith and resolve to live in the 
light of God’s glory and grace. And it highlighted the power of God’s forgiveness and 
love at work in their life. May we come to see our lives, the hard and the delightful, as 
evidence of God at work in our life. 

WEDNESDAY’S DEVOTION 
 
John 8: 31-38 – We all serve something. Jesus challenges our assumptions of liberty 
and freedom in this passage, much as he challenges the assumption of the Jews who 
had been following him. He pushes them to consider if their heritage, their circumstance 
of being children of Abraham really makes them free, or if they are in fact slaves to sin, 
despite their perceived freedom. Instead, Jesus says we should remain faithful to his 
teaching, then we will know the truth and the truth will set us free from sin. And in 
gaining our freedom from sin, we freely choose to serve Jesus. So, today, consider if 
you are really free, or if you are simply acting out your slavery to sin in your actions, 
words, and decisions. 

TUESDAY’S DEVOTION 
 
Proverbs 3: 13-18 – Wisdom is wealth that matters. The writer of proverbs makes the 
case that through wisdom we attain true wealth. But more than that they show us that 
wisdom is true wealth. And because we know that true wisdom is fully trusting and 
relying on God, we can see that the writer of proverbs has made a case that God is all 
that is worth pursuing. By pursuing God, we will gain wisdom and through wisdom we 
may find ourselves equipped for greater and better things in this life. But if we let go of 
our pursuit of God and reliance on God’s gift of wisdom, we will quickly find ourselves in 
over our heads.  

MONDAY’S DEVOTION 
 
Proverbs 3: 5-12 – Wisdom is not self-centered. True wisdom involves trusting in God 
more than ourselves. Trusting God means accepting when God offers us correction. All 
the time. God is constantly seeking to sanctify us, to make us more holy, by pouring out 
his knowledge, wisdom, instruction, and grace on us. But God expects us to receive his 
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corrections and act on them. To change our heart and lives and be more like who God is 
calling and recreating us to be. When we accept this transformative grace and become 
more of who God is calling us to be, we also become more able to bear witness to 
God’s mission and will for the world. Let us rely on God and God’s wisdom this day. 

FRIDAY’S (3/5/23) DEVOTION 
 
John 8: 48-59 – The blessing of God is particular. And that blessing is the person and 
work of Jesus Christ. The promise of God to Abram that he would be a blessing to the 
nations is fulfilled in Jesus Christ. And yet when Jesus was in his earthly ministry all the 
people did not believe that he was the promise of blessing for the nations. In fact, Jesus 
admission of his connection to the promise of Abraham and of Abraham’s joy at Jesus 
coming was enough to bring the people to the point of wanting to do away with Jesus 
for good. The assertion that Jesus is the way that God chooses to bless the world with 
grace and love and salvation is still hard for the world to believe. It still can incite anger 
and outrage. But our job is to continue to point to the promise and show people how 
Jesus has fulfilled it in our lives.

THIS WEEK’S SCRIPTURE REFERENCE & ONLINE DEVOTIONALS

Proverbs 3: 5-12,  Proverbs 3: 13-18,  John 8: 31-38,  Psalm 66: 8-20,  John 14: 27-29

Be sure to read and reflect on it and then join Pastor Rett on Facebook , YouTube, or 
here at 3:00pm for his reflections. 
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